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O f f i c e r s  o f  A l u m n i 
Associations from different 
colleges of AUF convened 
on August 13 at PS Kapihan 
and elected new Federation 
of Alumni Associations (FAA) 
officers.

Among elected officials are 
President Engr. Rogelio Santos, 
Vice President Jessie Nogoy, 
Secretary Carmelita Lao, 
Treasurer Nelly Laxamana, 
Auditor Dr. Fernando Rene 
Santos and Public Relations 
Officers John David Ong.

Before the election proper, 
the attendees amended the 
FAA Constitution and By-
Laws.

A total of 38 officers 
participated in the whole-day 
affair.
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FAA sponsors Medical, Dental Missions
Federation of Alumni Association (FAA) and Rotary Club 

of Balibago officers together with volunteer alumni doctors and 
nurses administered free influenza vaccination and free dental 
services on September 17 and 25 respectively.

Selected residents mostly children of Tabun, Angeles City 
availed of the free influenza vaccination while 24 residents of 
Salapungan, Sitio Pavillion and Sapa Libutad, Angeles City had 
free dental cleaning, extraction, partial dentures and filling at 
San Isidro, Magalang, Pampanga.

Salapungan, Sito Pavillon and Sapa Libutad are adopted 
communities of AUF.

AUF Alumni and Officials during the AUF-FAA Medical and Dental 
Missions.

The new set of FAA Officers (l-r): 
Rogelio Santos, President; Jessie 
Nogoy, Vice President; Carmelita 
Lao, Secretary; Nelly Laxamana, 
Treasurer; and John Ong, PRO.
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gave me a gift. I graduated as 
the valedictorian of our class. 
With that, an opportunity for 
an academic scholarship was 
laid in my hands. I went back 
to AUF and inquired for an 
academic scholarship. I have 
never seen a university as 
generous as AUF was. I really 
felt their sincerity in helping 
poor but deserving students 
to study.

I took the entrance exam, 
submitted all requirements, 
and went  through the 
interviews.  Next  thing 
I knew, I qualified for the 

Barbara Yap-Angeles (BYA) 
scholarship. The university 
wa s  g i v i n g  m e  a  f u l l 
scholarship with free books! 
My family rejoiced and gave 
thanks! Never did I think that 
that day was going to be a 
beginning of wonderful years 
ahead- my college journey 
in AUF.

I must say it might not 
have been an easy journey 

A Dream, A Prayer

My heart had a 
dream. God made 

it a reality. My 
heart had a prayer. 

He gave me the 
answer.

Leonard H. Grape, ABMC 2010

My heart had a dream, 
a prayer- to be able 

to enter college and earn 
a degree. But the big 
question was- how can 
that be possible?

Months before high 
school graduation, I was 
feeling worried. I was 
thinking I might not be 
able to pursue college 
because of lack of means 
to do so. I didn’t have 
money to enroll myself 
in a university and buy 
uniform, books, and other 
necessities for school. 
The financial status of 
our family was tight. We 
were making both ends 
meet. Those times I knew 
I hardly had anything. 
Yet, in those times, I found 
much in life. There was 
a wisdom guiding me- 
the best that I ever got, 
the truth, my faith. That 
should keep me going.

Really wanting to 
secure a way to enter 
college, I first decided 
to audition in the dance 
troupe of AUF. I got in. 
They were giving me a 
100% scholarship for the 
coming semester. But it 
was not a full scholarship. 
What if that won’t be 
enough? I was thankful 
but still hoping for a 
better option to sustain 
my education.  

When my high school 
graduation came, God 

but it was surely a very 
beautiful one. With 
all the hardships and 
trials I faced, when 
I was finding ways 
to earn extra money 
for myself and my 
family, when I had 
to borrow from my 
friends for my needs, 
I have seen how God 
always woven the 
strings of my life so 
I can play a lovely 
melody through His 
hands.    

Last March 2010, 
I graduated with 
the degree in AB 
Mass Communication. Now, 
I’m working in Ayala Land- 
the real estate company of 
Ayala Corporation- one of 
the oldest and most respected 
conglomerates in the country. 
Looking back, I will always 
remember the kindness and 
generosity of AUF with their 
scholarship that paved way 
to my college education 
and opened doors to many 
opportunities. I can never 
forget my professors who 
believed in me and guided 
me with my yearning for 
learning. I smile as I reminisce 
my days with my friends 
who helped me out along 
the way.

My dream was only to 
finish my studies but God gave 
me so much more. I received 
awards and citations from the 
university, in the region, and 

e v e n 
in the country. My dream 
was only to earn a degree 
but He allowed me to 
graduate as magna cum 
laude. 

I still do not know how 
all these things happened. 
If you ask me, my heart is 
certain I can never have 
done any of those alone. I 
will always be thankful to 
my alma mater that was 
of great influence to what 
I had become of myself, to 
my friends who shared my 
journey, and to my family 
that has always been my 
inspiration. Above all, I 
owe everything to the One 
who is mightiest of all, the 
God of Israel. 

My heart had a dream. 
God made it a reality. My 
heart had a prayer. He 
gave me the answer.

By: Leonard H. Grape

Featured alumni
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While beauty products try to defy aging by erasing signs like 
wrinkles, blemishes, and uneven skin tone; institutions 

like Angeles University Foundation (AUF) pride in their coming 
of age. AUF, which is to turn 50 in a few months, indeed ages 
but totally flaunts its years. Aging with glory and grace—
recognitions and developments here and there--is not at all to 
conceal but to announce. What better way to showcase the years 
that go with its reputable name than to invite alumni to come 
home and see for themselves what transformation AUF has gone 
through. The obvious facelift and the wonderful make-over to 
awe Angeleneans are summed up below. 

The Struggle

 S ince 2002,  a  myth 
character-inspired figure 
pushing a stone has been 
formally  welcoming entrants 
and symbolically chronicling 
the plight of AUF to earn 
and sustain its untarnished 
name and reputation in the 
education scene. Students 
too have stories of struggle 
to share, but their difficulties 
are emblems of tests passed.

The Walls of Fame

 Thanks to the many board takers that scored topnotch, 
College of Nursing (CON) having the most contribution, the wall 
of fame is now “walls of recognition” which are almost full. In a 
few years, AUF would need to build new walls to commemorate 
graduates who ranked first to 20th in their respective board 
examinations. These same students are living proofs of 

AUF education 
that meets and 
surpasses national 
standards and 
fairs and competes 
in global arena. 
Also note worthy 
are skyscraping 
p a s s i n g  r a t e s 
e x c e e d i n g 
n a t i o n a l 
percentages. The 

latest of which is batch 2010 of Medicine registering 100%. The 
names painted on the walls remain not just names but real 
personalities who are a part of the AUF community serving the 
university and inspiring new Angeleneans to, like them, aspire 
and make dreams a reality.

Accreditations and Awards

 The premiere As that add laurels to AUF are accreditations 
both national and international and awards and recognitions like 
being named Centers of Excellence for Colleges of Education 
and Computer Studies and Center of Development for CON 

and College of Engineering 
and being granted Autonomous 
Status by Commission on 
Higher Education. More than 
accomplishments, these As 
stand for the continuous drive 
of AUF all the way to excellence 
which all alumni emanate.

Familiar Faces

 A U F  h a s  b e e n  v e r y 
triumphant in keeping seasoned 
teachers and recruiting new 
ones of caliber, qualification, and 
promise. The faculty members 
who have been here for a while 
have masterfully reached 
the summit of educational 
attainment and the peak of students’ admiration with their 
dedication to youth formation. Some have been promoted as 
heads but have remained humble and approachable. Also, the 
non-teaching personnel have earned the respect of all for their 
reliability and loyalty as well. What is even amazing is that 
the years do not show in their faces for the employees stay as 
charming and as ageless.

New Angelenean Look and Atmosphere

 Sporting new uniform with the ever famous checkered green 
skirt and distinct polo are Angeleneans. The long sleeves seem to 
match the now fully-airconditioned and sound proof classrooms. 
Amidst changes, these students maintain the same elegance and 
sophistication coupled with wits and character. These students as 
well come from different countries and backgrounds. Gone are the 
days when Angeleneans 
were thought to be only 
from well-off families. 
More scholarship grants 
have widened horizons 
for the less privileged 
but deserving students. 
The influx of Indians, 
Koreans,  Americans, 
among others and the 
increase among students 
from neighboring provinces are notable. The mix of cultures and 
roots exposes all to unity in mind and heart despite diversity in 
belief and race. 

 
SOL and New Offerings

 In its first attempt at bar examinations, School of Law (SOL) 
already finished with an astonishing 50% passing rate. With more 
practicing lawyers and court justices in its faculty, SOL has more 
to offer in the coming years. The new degree programs in the list 
of offerings like Tourism, Human Resource Management, Early 
Childhood Education, Pharmacy, Doctor of Technology, and 

What May Surprise Alumni to Come Home to AUF
By: Jennifer O. Penilla, College of Education, Batch 2003

Republic of the Philippines
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION

Award  of  Distinction
presented to

Angeles University Foundation
For continuing exemplary performance in the trilogy of functions 
of a higher education institution namely: instruction, research and 
public service, and in recognition of the outstanding performance 

of its graduates, which manifest its genuine commitment to quality, 
excellence and global competitiveness.

In view of the foregoing, the Commission on Higher Education
deems it worthy to confer it the

Autonomous Status
with all the rights and privileges appurtenant thereto

effective March 11, 2009 until March 31, 2014

Presented by Her Excellency President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo
Given this 10th day of December 2009, 

Malacañang Palace, Manila.

EMMANUEL  Y.  ANGELES
Chairman

see page 4
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The Angelenean 
ALUMNEWS is 
published by the Office 
of Alumni Affairs 
and Placement 
Services. The paper 
welcomes manuscripts, 
photographs and 
other materials from 
contributors. The editor, 
however, reserves the 
right to edit or reject 
articles for publication. 
For your comments and 
contributions, PLEASE 
FEEL FREE TO 
EMAIL US AT 
auf_alumni@yahoo.com.

What May Surprise Alumni to Come Home to AUF

The office of Alumni 
Affairs and Placement 
Services (AAPS) headed 
by Mr. Bradley Tolentino 
inked deals with some 
i n d u s t r y  l i n k a g e s  t o 
spearhead projects for AUF 
alumni and students alike.

It recently closed a deal 
with Jollibee Nicdao-Dela 
Fuerte Group of Companies 
for the promotion of the 
AUF 50th anniversary 
through the selling of Think 
Green AUF Mugs from July 
19 to September 30.

A similar tie up is 
with Jollibee Tan-Goody 
F o o d y  C o m p a n y  t o 
market School ko Beeda 
sa Jollibee tumblers from 
September 15 to December 
15. Proceeds which of are 
for a cause project to be 
announced later this year.

The office also forged 
links with Quantum X, 
Incorporated, an online job 
site allowing companies 
to  post  job vacancies 
and access resumes of 
jobseekers. This partnership 
effective August 15, 2011 to 
August 15, 2012 makes 
jobseeking through this site 
exclusive for AUF alumni.

AAPS inks 
deal with 
linkages

Doctor of Philosophy in Curriculum and Instruction 
are responsive to society’s needs.

AUF Website

 Technology is up-to-date in AUF especially 
with its fully functional website bannering 
commendable board performance and university 
updates. It also houses School Bliz system where 
grades are real time and accessible 24/7 to all 
stakeholders and the EBSCOhost online database with 
over thousands of researches and quality resources 
for employees and students alike. While teachers can 
record attendance and other reports in the system, 
parents and students can monitor these information. 

The Wi-Fi serviced campus is also a plus factor making researching easier and portable.  

Confucius Institute

 Carefully selecting institutions to partner with it is Confucius Institute (CI), a Chinese 
government agency focused on sending volunteer and competent Chinese teachers and educating 
non-Chinese on speaking Mandarin. Because of this collaboration between AUF and CI, Education 
students majoring in Chinese Language experienced immersion in China for one year while willing 
students and employees attend classes to learn Mandarin for free during assigned times.   

PS Building

 This Harvard-inspired structure is the one of the 
buildings outside the AUF main compound. Among 
others are AUF hostels and AUF-IS. This well received 
expansion is the home of additional electronic 
classrooms, laboratories, offices, libraries, canteen, 
and multi-purpose halls. The Chinese ambience 
highlighting the Confucius Institute (CI) also has a 
feel of China with the cool breeze and AUF-signature 
cleanliness. 

AUF Cultural and Sports Center

 By the time of the homecoming, AUF Cultural and Sports 
Center will be towering and priding its state-of-the-art facilities 
for sports and cultural development. Basketball, volleyball, and 
badminton courts will be side-by-side with swimming pool 
and contact sports areas. The first in Angeles City, this center 
will soon serve PE classes and other sports events and cultural 
presentations of the metropolis.   

W i t h  t h e s e 
developments  and the 
promise for so much more, 
AUF is pretty excited to 
welcome alumni who are 
as enthusiastic to see their 
second home and first love. 
These surprises are sure to 
amaze graduates and make 
them prouder of their roots.

A s  f o r  m e  w h o s e 
homecoming--this time as an employee--is a year earlier, I kindle 
nostalgia and relief. Truly, it is great to be home. 

BRADLEY P. TOLENTINO
chairman of the board

DAISY M. SADSAD
editor

JOY P. DAGUIO
lay-out artist

JENNIFER O. PENILLA, CEd
LEONARD GRAPE

contributors

TERE T. PARAS
SYLVIA M. SORIANO

advisers


